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Published definitions of the bovine ileum 
 
1. From Weaver AD, Bovine Surgery and Lameness. London: Blackwell Scientific Publications, 
1986, p. 68: 

The junction of the jejunum and ileum is the point where the cranial mesenteric artery ends, 
and the cranial limit of the ileocaecal fold. 

The cranial limit of the ileocecal fold is labeled as point “A” in the picture below. This is this 
author’s definition of the junction between the jejunum (intestine to the right) and the ileum 
(intestine to the left). 
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Published definitions of the bovine ileum 
 
2. From Habel RE. Ruminant digestive system. In: Getty R, ed., The Anatomy of the Domestic 
Animals. Ed. 5, Philadelphia: WB Saunders Co., 1975, p. 904: 

The ileum is defined as the terminal part of the small intestine, from the free edge of the 
ileocecal fold to the ileocecal orifice. Its cranial [distal] part is adherent to the cecum and 
colon [brackets mine].  

By this definition, the ileum would be contained within the brackets as shown in the photograph 
below: 

 

3.  From Schummer A, Nickel R, and Sack WO, The Viscera of Domestic Animals. Ed 2, New York: 
Springer-Verlag, 1979, p. 169: 

The ileum is the straight, terminal part of the small intestine, passing cranially ventral to the 
cecum, to which it is connected by the ileocecal fold. 

Thus, these definitions indicate that the ileum can be defined as that part of the small intestine attached 
to the cecum via the ileocecal fold. This is essentially the same segment of intestine as defined in the 
image above. 

Ileocecal orifice 
(also termed ileocecal junction)
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